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though he was in banishment. Birague returned the same evening with 1'Hopital, halting within three leagues of Orleans, and the Chancellor thus declared himself on the side of the Queen-mother.
Chiverni, whose fidelity was with good reason regarded as doubtful by the Guises, had fled from Orleans,, and by a forced march, which nearly was his death, he reached Ecouen in ten hours. He there told the Connetable de Montmorcncy of the danger his nephew the Prince de Concle was in, and of the encroachments of the Guises. Anne de Montmorency, furious at learning that the Prince owed his life merely to the sudden illness of which Francis II. was dying, marched up with fifteen hundred horse and a hundred gentlemen under arms. The more effectually to surprise the Guises, he had avoided Paris, coming from Ecouen to Corbeil, and from Corbeil to Pithiviers by the Valley of the Essonne.
" Man to man, and both to pull, leaves each but little wool! " he said, on the occasion of this dashing advance.
Anne de Montmorcncy, who had been the preserver of France when Charles V. invaded Provence, and the Due de Guise, who had checked the Emperor's second attempt at Metz, were, in fact, the two greatest French warriors of their time.
Catherine had waited for the right moment to stir up the hatred of the man whom the Guises had overthrown. The Marquis de Simeuse, in command of the town of Gien, on hearing of the advance of so considerable a force as the Connetable brought with him, sprang to horse, hoping to warn the Duke in time. The Queen-mother, meanwhile, certain that the Connetable would come to his nephew's rescue, and confident of the Chancellor's devotion to the royal cause, had fanned the hopes and encouraged the spirit of the Reformed party. The Colignys and the adherents of the imperiled House of Bourbon, had made common cause with the Queen-mother's partisans; a coalition between various antagonistic interests, attacked by a common foe, was silently formed in the Assembly of the States, where the question was boldly broached of making Catherine Regent of France in the event of the young King's death. Catherine herself, whose